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In 1799 Governor General Wellesley ordered Benjamin
Heyne, a medical officer in the East India Company, to
appropriate "the Sultan's garden at Bangalore.. .as a
botanical garden" and develop it "as a depository for
useful plants sent from different parts of the country....
A decided superiority must be given to useful plants,
over those which are merely recommended by their
rarity or their beauty."

Heyne was an enthusiastic member of a global network
of 'naturalists’ collecting and classifying plants. But he
was also part of an enterprise concerned for their
cultivation, transplantation and use for 'social benefit'
and 'profit'. This field of economic botany appealed to
the East India Company.

Ships, carrying plants across many latitudes,
longitudes and for many months were the
quintessential 'botanical gardens' of the
late18th and early19th century.

dried plant specimens (1,400 of them 'new’ to
science) besides seeds, animals, and artifacts.

§i.7 w‘zx\ | Endeavor, the ship that carried Captain Cook
P . Y 4 around the world in 1769-71,was also a
o Lk i -! Y. prominent vehicle in the field of economic
: =5t ____f'i:‘-_**v - - — o botany.On it, Joseph Banks, future President of
\ y":' v A N | W the Royal Society and architect of plant
; ] 5 < i LA f movement across the world, collected 3,600
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The Royal Gardens at Kew was made by Joseph Banks
and King George lll ("Farmer George") into the center of
Economic Botany, a field of plants and transplants for
‘social benefit’ and 'profit’.

The first published view of the Sultan’s Gardens by
Colonel Claude Martin (1792), aide to Lord Cornwallis in
the Third Mysore War. The gardens were economic
ventures by Haider Ali and Tipu Sultan with plants from
i Mauritius, Persia, China and elsewhere.

A 1791 map of Bangalore showing what Francis Buchanan An 1832 map of Bangalore depicting the gardens to the

in 1800 called the "gardens of the late Mussulman
princes” to the east of the fort. Tipu Sultan's garden was

east of the fort by their modern name *"Laulbaug.”

distinct from Hyder Ali's. "The taste of Hyder accorded

more with the English than that of his son. His walks are

wider, his cypress trees are not so much crowded; and in

the means for watering the plots there is not so much
masonry, or bricklayer's work employed. There is, indeed,
so much of these in the parts of Tipoo's garden ...as
almost to cover the ground, and to leave nothing but
holes, as it were, through which the trees grow.”

In 1802 the Company appointed Heyne full-time
superintendent of the 'Company Garden' at Bangalore.
He introduced plants but he also provided food for
regimental messes while demonstrating to 'natives' the
cultivation of "European vegetables." In 1807, failing
the Company's ambitions for economic returns the
garden was given up to the Mysore Government who
put it in the hands of Major Gilbert Waugh, Paymaster
of Mysore.In 1819 he offered it back to the Company
"with a view to its becoming a source of supply to
British India for many of the fruits etc. of England, China
& other Countries, together with most of the varieties
of Asia which have been introduced with much care
and unlimited expense." But four months after
accepting Waugh's garden, Governor General Hastings
withdrew his offer.

The garden thereafter remained with Mysore acquiring
the name Lalbagh. Its global connections would

continue to extend together with its transformative
influence on cuisines, economies, and landscapes of the
Mysore tableland, most significantly its immediate

environs.Once a naked country, these environs would
become the Garden City.
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LALBAGH THROUGH A CENTURY
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Prior to 1760s - probably a yellay tota, that is, a betel nut and betel vine plantation

1760s - Hyder Ali's Garden to which in the 1780s Tipu Sultan adjoined his own Garden.The "gardens
of the Mussulman princes,” writes Francis Buchanan in 1800, "are extensive, and divided into square
plots separated by walks, the sides of which are ornamented with fine cypress trees. The plots are
filled with fruit trees, and pot-herbs."

1800 - Made a 'depot for the plants of the country’ and a 'botanical garden’ by the order of Governor
General Richard Wellesley. Also made a Company Garden by the order of Madras Governor Robert
Clive. Both were under the superintendence of Dr. Benjamin Heyne. "The first object when allowed to
reside at Bangalore in order to superintend the Garden was the introduction of potatoes, turnips and
other useful vegetables....l am confident that the confirmation of my first ideas of being able in a few
years to supply the Madras Market is not far distant.” In Heyne's plan the Garden comprised three
departments -- the botanical, the practical, and the economical. The botanical department was
divided for annuals and biennials and further subdivided for water and swamp plants, plants growing
in stony and sandy soil, and plants from other parts of the world "chiefly intended for exhibiting the
characteristics of the vegetable kingdom in the parts of the globe they are to represent.” The practical
department "is to contain in different divisions all plants used in medicines and in the different arts
for example dyeing and manufacturing cloth, joinery, tanning.” The economical department
"“comprehends in different divisions whatever is used for food, an orchard with all culinary vegetables
of this country and other produce of nurseries for useful plants to be distributed for general
introduction as of coffee, vines, spices, and fruit trees." The principal divisions were to be
"distinguished by the breadth of the walks and a row of handsome trees as the Cypresses on both
sides," and subdivisions were to be "enclosed by evergreen hedges not so high as to prevent the
circulation of the air, the walks between them to be only half as broad as the principal ones."

1808 - The Garden was given up by the Company to the Mysore Rajah who placed it in the hands of
Major Gilbert Waugh, an officer of the Madras European Regiment and Paymaster of Mysore.Waugh
"devoted a considerable portion of his time attention and fortune to the liberal and useful pursuit of
enriching this country with the most valuable productions of Europe and China, many of which after
several unsuccessful endeavors and much fruitless expense during the last fifteen years, have ... been
brought to perfection in the congenial climate and soil of Bangaloor." To him, notes Alexander Caole,
Resident of Mysare, the "country is indebted for a considerable variety of valuable exotics.”

1819 - Offered to the Company by Waugh and recommended for acceptance by Nathaniel Wallich,
Superintendent of the Botanical Garden at Calcutta, as an "intermediate depot” for introducing
European plants to the "the excessive heat and profuse wetness” of Bengal. The garden he says would
"prove highly advantageous to the successful pursuit of horticulture in India.” Accepted by Governor
General Hastings but rejected four months later. 1t was probably returned to the Rajah by Waugh.

1831 - Transferred to the Commissioner as ‘Lalbagh’ when the Rajah was relieved of his powers by the
Company.

1836 - Given by Commissioner Mark Cubbon to the Bangalore branch of an amateur organization
bequn in Calcutta in 1820, the Agricultural-Horticultural Society of India. In the hands of this
organization, "Most of the approved European vegetables were brought into general cultivation, and
several exotic fruit trees were successfully introduced, and the finer varieties propagated. Gardening
among the Mysoreans received a considerable impulse, as shown in the increased quantity and
improved quality of European fruits and vegetables procurable in the bazaars.”

1842 - Returned to the Commissioner when the Agri-horticultural Society closed down.

1856 - Chosen by Dr.Hugh Cleghorn, Botanical Advisor to the Government of Madras as 'Intermediary
Garden' between Madras and Ootacamund. "The difference of temperature between the Neilgherry
Hills and the Carnatic plains is so great that | fear many valuable plants acclimatized in the former,
would not succeed if at once transplanted into the latter, and | would therefore suggest that
Government should propose to the Commissioner of Mysore, the establishment of a Garden under
skilled Superintendence at Bangalore.” Bangalore, Cleghorn was convinced, "is much better suited for
agricultural and horticultural experiments than either Ootacamund or Madras; and, from its central
position and intermediate elevation, the finer kinds of vegetables and better sorts of graft trees may
be disseminated with great success.”

1857 - Made a Government Garden and a Public Garden under the supervision of economic botanists
trained until recently at the Royal Gardens at Kew, London.

"It occurred to me," writes Dr. M.H. Marigowda, superintendent of the garden in the 1950s and 60s,
"that if the East India Company could make use of Lalbagh to develop Great Britain, why should we
not make use of Lalbagh to develop every family in every village in the state? Literally, 'l let go
Lalbagh to every village in Karnataka'."

Lalbagh, which former President Venkataraman described as
the "pendant in the necklace of Bangalore parks,” has been a
powerful agent in making the Garden City with its program
of introducing, acclimatizing and disseminating plants.
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. . Detail of James Hunter's 1791 painting of the Sultan’s
Eventually the city itself was seen as a garden enclosed by Gardens which he called “Cypress Garden.” By 1874 this

: i garden called Lalbagh, was being hailed as "the Kew of
| 4 green beltand o rg anized h},i' QRN APACES, AVERLIES, A nd India,” by Edward Lear. "Never saw a more beautiful
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The 'Rain Tree’ (Samanea saman), a popular avenue tree
: 4%, closely associated with the image of the Garden City
- il was introduced from Jamaica via Ceylon in the 1870s,
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PR S 1. : . In 1800 Francis Buchanan identified three cultivated
AR r . "grounds” on the Mysore tableland: tota, wet land, and dry
' field.Wet land (irrigated) and dry field (dependent on
rains) he describes as 'open' and planted with crops and
grains. Tota, a word which he translates as garden, was by
contrast 'enclosed’ and of four kinds: kitchen garden
(tarkari tota) for vegetables, coconut garden (tayngana
tota) which included other fruit trees, betel-leaf garden
(yellay tota), and flower garden (huvina tota).
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"The Huvina, or flower gardens,” writes Francis
Buchanan in 1800, "are cultivated near towns and
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,.1, e g divided into square plots separated by walks." There was

il R —— % an experimental aspect to them with 'trials’ of mulberry Threaded into strings, flowers from huvina totas have a
- : X ‘second life’ in the city as they make their way to smaller
(from China) but also custard applE‘S; appIES; pEEChES; markets, temples and homes or move around the city in
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Folklore has it that Lalbagh was once a Yellay Tota - a Ga:rﬂ‘hn Ja]:ham

betel nut and betel vine plantation. Translated as
garden, tota differs from the pleasure garden in that it is L TR R . _ e e a2 ; : R e i
designed to produce goods for a market rather than - Tran SR S el : goa L ot e ! B i~ i }-* Gokula Ashlami -

leisure. It is a working landscape. . T : Lot ' : ; .~

% g Maha Sankara Hara Chathurthi

&ri Vinayaka Chathurthi

The Jasmine or Mallige, a popular fragrant flower that - B e g L g . AT ot % T Th ) s W g . Thiru Onam ”,
adorns women's hair and deities appeared in William - ke j ; = e
Curtis’ The Botanical Magazine or Flower-Garden
Displayed of 1793 as a flower native to India.
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e  HILL STATION

Lhilga Kurugudu

His £
ol "'-. . - . Erigem
@ e "-..___.- - e L ..:.. -

EXY | Varlakonde s

Darinavkanapalya

o N - The surfaces gathered by the Arkavati and the South
Ei R e — % | = Pinakini or South Pennar meet along what Lewis Rice in o - o
——T’ 3 . TR ST = VIR G B o T YT P % ¥ R0 A _ 1877 calls a "line" that runs "along the highest part of the Zs =
A T 11_7.: = T . o e e ' . ridge of land" through Bangalore. Its extension south and -
" Kadabwry | N U W] ey & oY 3 VN G R e east reaches the coast between the Kaveri and Ponnaiyar = i -
AR 5 - watersheds; its extension north culminates in Nandidroog, o

N = e A ENEY AV A L7 % oo T 5 a fortified hill of rock that resisted Cornwallis' army in 1791. . i =~

8 Namagondiu, =

G*‘“_f“i'h:-“'" . "The plain on which it stands,” writes Robert Colebrook at e n
T the time, "is supposed to be the highest in the Peninsula of T e -
India, and the summit of the hill the most elevated point." 5 == e
N | 5 0 v e N If ascending the passes from the Carnatic was to approach :_-:f_;n‘;_w - __5—_ == —
S the eastern shores of the Mediterranean (the Levant) as A S a5 ==
posrinall Cornwallis' men described their arrival onto the Mysore S -

= = e =

*'ﬁ?ﬁ‘ﬁ; 1 tableland, ascending Nandi was to continue further into =
o o

the temperate latitudes."The climate upon this hill during
the day is truly European," writes Colonel Welsh in 1809. WAL has 0019 pEen 3 ke saurcaof et it

disperses from it in all directions. It makes this range an

For men like Colonel Cuppage it made the summit an ideal omnipresence on the tableland, one that is reinforced

visually on the vast undulating surface that surrounds it.

; f Manch™halli

—londebhavi iy UL

R N o VR Rt h s oA ot o g o ground for plant introductions from Europe.Here he he
s ' gk 7 2 ' s T ' made what Welsh describes as "a beautiful garden ...the
trees of which, still standing, are watered with dew and
misty clouds, which are continually passing over the hill.
Amongst them we found an enormous peach, a few plum,
e = P and several flourishing Seville orange trees; all three being Surveyor Alexander Allan's 1791 drawing of "Nundy-
aeserB ew 4 P A el b Rl T gl - e, =5 rarities in the East Indies." Droog.”

Tippaganahalli

Basavapura

x s ﬁhmmhdm o '{?i1';ﬁ"§:z-i+;;,sg;_;- SPRF S LY N S Portrayed by artists in 1791 as largely barren, a century E s o
FEL TN~ | i later Nandidroog was teeming with "luxuriant vegetation."

o TER A > . o, 5 SRl The seeds sown by Cuppage would grow into more than a

» (e (i, S e DN OB ) AT Rl NN S | S S AR RO garden of European exotics; it would grow into a "little

TR Wit £ B URS T B X B o e T B, S N S ER T o s sanitarium" which "in the warm season, when vegetation is

nearly dormant on the plains...is verdant and refreshing."

Tubagere ; o F G i | & 28 3 ! EREE L R L "Several rivers rise at, or near this place,” writes

e .....-l_ . Lo 2 gt > & . .-.I- o oy ot L _,_ A o ....,T LA B | ‘. T _..::..';; _;Er;*fl:._. .'I'...,:. R e Far B o, e Robert Colebrooke of Mandid Moo in 1791 | ned man
g ' Lo T Y ' : : s B b W= TS from it in opposite directions.” It is a result of this

R, Y . % o ERR B G AR VS ; N L 5 . 4 . . L, - A it ¢ g high point being a junction of ridges. Here a north-

AN F S, R ol i ARG SO b A TR S e, R A AR IR south ridge dividing the Arkavati and South
L e S g e i - e IR L B g a5 e gy § D anc B _ Pinakini basins crosses a rise that runs east-west
T o e L ey : . Lo : ' : : & across the peninsula dividing north-flowing rivers
Vaddarahalli: such as the Tungabhadra and Morth Pennar from
: : : south-flowing ones such as the Kaveri and South
Pinakini.

.......... it ax R

e .

Mt R T, (27 T
~ Ngnkatagi rlﬁ':_:ma 5

e

Cocoon mats and fields of mulberry reveal a sericulture
industry intrinsic to the surface around Nandi.
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A 1790s surveyor's drawing of Nandidroog and the hills
beyond it.
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Robert H. Colebrook’s 1791 drawing of "Nandydroog.”
To be “stationed at Nandidroog pleased us all as it was a
retired, quiet and cool station,” writes Major H. Bevan. It
was different for the natives. "The servants,” writes Mrs.
Bowring, "object to the durg entirely, owing to the cold,
so there was a general distribution of blankets and
coats, but they sit curled up, looking like martyrs, and
shiver with great effect whenever I look at them.” ; o !{ ' i
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