BANGALORE 1

In 1791 the East India Company army prepared to %Eﬁf;f“&ﬁﬂi‘a%ﬂﬁsﬁgﬁ W . S ’

ascend the ghats from the coastal plains of the Carnatic abidnl oo G - § o A

near Vellore. It comprised 14,000 'effective men', many ESa R 45%&@%&::;&%? g

of them on horses, 27,000 bullocks, artillery,and 80 | g e “ 2
elephants. Added to this were attendants of men and T s
animals numbering "four times the fighting force," .- ‘-}f?.
families of native soldiers, merchants with their own et T
servants,and 'adventurers' "with no other view than to ”h“t"; S
plunder in the enemy's country.” The result,according M

to Major Dirom was "a scene altogether resembling
more the emigration of a nation guarded by its troops
than the march of an army, fitted out merely with the
intention to subdue the enemy!”
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Governor General Cornwallis would lead the army but
he was in turn led by route surveyors -- men with
perambulators, compasses, knowledge of the stars, but
above all the ability to be ahead of themselves. Upon
the route surveyor, it was often said, rested the fate of
the army. They identified routes, sources of water, food
and forage, sites for attacks, camp grounds, etc. They

also plotted the objects that they singled out and in The land to the west of the ghats was a new territory to Bangalore .huwever wc_:nuld not merely be a stop on th:a
the process mapped 'new' territories. the route surveyor.They were familiar with the way to Seringapatam; it would become the Fompa ny's
Payenghat (land below the passes) through the many 'home ground’, a base from where Cornwallis would
oottt e bk i Comti s battles that the Company had fought since the 1740s. initiate a series of expeditions that in the maps of route
O e e oody P oecnds 1 Y were now prepared to enter the Balaghat (land surveyors would assert Bangalore's centrality on the
E:E‘f?m:%&‘%f%&“h%ﬁf:”:‘; above the passes) described by Sir Walter Scott as the tableland.
Thi "lidras Pattam Peraribulatoforn e ol fyapockit compassthe cbltdivia Bie ik "interior" beyond "those tremendous mountain-passes

Colonel H.L. Thuillier and Lt. Colonel R. Smyth's villages, forts, ravines, etc. are sketched in plan, to which

AManual o Surveying forndia are dded shortdescripions orremarks- ...winding upwards among immense rocks and

b A precipices." Cornwallis was determined "to bring the
TN WY 13 X T enemy to a decisive action in the field," the enemy
NSfrmmSN 2 R\ g = ) being Tipu Sultan who had been 'raiding' the Carnatic
f | ANFA i e RTAY from the haven of the interior, determined as he was to
N A A\ 17N gf | L rid the subcontinent of the English. Cornwallis’ s
/ ;LJL .‘ 3 g eventual goal was to take Seringapatam, Tipu Sultan's ;:—f
e Vv /1I\ é,_% N capital. The immediate objective however was to take e gt Srgsr o *;*
T ey \ | S 4 O Bangalore. e .
14 - e R N et goring womatinen
Do % R | S8 topography, settlement, vegetation
R i T and water bodies, giving the

tableland a vocabulary of landscape.
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23 DEC 1791 Once through the Moogly Pass and on the Mysore ; : ' |

Tableland where "the air was remarkably pure; and the
21 DEC 1791 ' nights very cold; from the greatness of the elevation,” R ; ST e gent s . | g TN N |
Cornwallis raced to Bangalore.He reached it alongside 4 X N TRN RSV R TN PN S R e 8 I R MYSORE ROAD
Tipu Sultan's army retreating to intercept him from the - S B e N ol et T T S L) Ay ety
S S A southeast where Tipu was led to expect the English.The BER N b B ' N oamin et JE =
7 armies converged just outside the 'bound hedge' of
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s Bangalore, "a broad strong belt of planting, chiefly the
7 i bamboo tree, the prickly pear, and such other trees and AT RN e ; 4 ¥ Poblsehedl ReNwriL, X4 _
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gt ] 13 g A R e Cornwallis camped to the northeast, storming the pettah On the undulating tereain of the tableland betvieen Mo Roag

s on March 7th "as the only means of procuring forage for Cliongs U1e e DeLAc o= Tacie, M A A g Amyy

S ’ i 7 S, .- i ] . were 'bound hedges’. They enclosed a group of 5 o b = : ‘ ) a2 0 ramames o . ) e, i ¥
i G e 7 . - the cattle and materials for the siege." Two weeks later settlements. Bangalore or Bengaluru was within one i T S | onag) |m *‘:ﬁ D
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: mmajor highways, the same roads by which Cornwallis’
2EAUG YN army entered and exited each time they undertook an

For a better part of the year thereafter, the centrality of expedition from their base within the hedge.
Bangalore was inscribed on the tableland. From here Major Alexander Beatson’s field book records a meeting

: : =" B of Comnwallis’ and Tipu Sultan's armies outside the
204 JULY 179 Cornwallis's men undertook a number of expeditions Scorit hediw of Barisalore Thidcios orcmalud e

——  200U0179) always returning to a place that Major Dirom writes, "the RS e ey S e Bk st Mo o]

army looked forward to as their home." These forays in motion toward Bangalore, Orders for marching were

immediately issued in the British camp, and the two

19 JULY 1791 involved battles for droogs.The droog, one surveyor writes, B ased IAPen e Bine Garalich i adih stic

18JULY 1791 : is "a hill, or rather a mountain, standing by itself in a plain, Gt e ok Nl

or so unconnected with its contiguous chain as to be out Cornwallis, not deceived by this feint, opposed to him

i s his left wing only, while the right, erineg the batteri
D of reach of annoyance from that quarter. It is also such as s T At i e
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P Y to be, from its declivity, or the scarped nature of its sides,
B }’v; 7 particularly difficult of ascent." Eventually Cornwallis
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.' "3; ,,m,m; ' conquered them all, clearing the way to reach
Seringapatam in Feburary 1792 to force the Sultan to the
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Today's Bangalore can be seen as a continuation of this
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On March 6th 1791 surveyors reconnoitered the Bangalore ;Dr.]ﬂ *
pettah, searching for ways to penetrate its "three-mile
circumference" which was fortified with a "lofty mud wall, a
thick hedge of bamboo, thorny bushes and prickly shrubs i o g - o - - B
nearly a hundred yards wide, and a dry ditch." They chose ; - : HE T sgod ; 1
the north gate to break in, Here they found "streets laid out B gl BEE 3 s e : Py, . M
with much regularity, and of great width; few towns in R = = § Y TR Pl - m=
Hindostan can boast of better houses, or of richer = T S "=t " 9~ R % : g
inhabitants." They also found "bales of cloth, with RS TR - B - };,} AR L -
- ”: o A Voo -'U‘RE ano 1veE N VIRON % - o g = 34
immense quantities of cotton and grain;...indeed the | ET=" T L TR o e English, v T e rer 7T (=P =1
booty dug up by individuals, out of concealments and =N = B 3 ‘Eiyih'. A ’ _ 5 5¥
deserted houses, strongly indicated ease, comfort, and His gt = 2409 = - g

happiness in former times."
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Surveyors mapped this entity in the days that followed.
When historians would later seek the origin of this town ¢
they would find it in the life of Kempegowda |, a chieftain Route surveyors found 4 entrances to the pettah, each 2100
whom they say laid it out in 1537 asa 1.5 SQUAre KilOMEEr joreeton ot o rade ot chowk Foblore however,
walled entity. Their image is the surveyor's drawing of e
1791. But these men would also uncover a myth which event that began the settlement of Bengaluru.
suggested that the pettah's beginning was in an event The route surveyor's plan of Bangalore was a recording
- of an event as much as a space. It shows the breaching
rather than a walled Entit}'.ThE St{}r‘f goes that at an of the fort from the pettah on 21st March 1791, 1800
auspicious moment at a place where in a dream he saw a
hare chase a dog Kempegowda | pointed "four milk white
bullocks ... harnessed to four decorated ploughs" in four
directions and let them furrow the streets. Mud-walls were

merely moments in the unfolding of this event.
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event as it intersects with the trajectories of other
J . o lh—_li “ﬁ“

initiations each evolving by its own rhythms.

While Kempegowda | seeded Bengaluru at an
auspicious moment, his son, Kempegowda |l,
pointed the organism that grew from this
seed further across the tableland to rises ; .
marked by ‘watchtowers.' Four of these L | gQe- =4
watchtowers exist today, signifying the limits '
of his horizon; but there were perhaps many
more on the high points of the undulating
terrain stretching out all around him.
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Robert Home's drawing of the gate through which the
Company army broke into the pettah. "The point of
attack was a gateway of considerable strength on the
narth face...The first barrier was soon carried... but
whilst the field pieces played on the inner gate, without
effect, as it was barricaded with stones, a brick fire from
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From the Eastern Ghats to Bangalore Cornwallis' army
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whole surface of the country presents the gently
undulating aspect characteristic of an ancient land
surface." To the west of Bangalore, this surface grows
younger. It becomes what Major Dirom in 1791 called a
"difficult country,...full of hills,and very woody." It was
"every where broken by deep ravines into rugged
precipices." It formed "a strong barrier between Bangalore
: , = and Seringapatam,” forcing Cornwallis to pause in his
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To the west of Bangalore the tableland grows younger in
its depth.The 3 billion year old grey-white Peninsula
Gneiss that underlies much of the tableland transitions to
a 2.5 billion year old pink-porphyritic granite. This younger
granite, known as Closepet Granite, is held within a belt
that is coterminous with the 'wilds' that came between the
English and the Mysoreans in 1791.The many droogs here
are "prodigious outbursts" of this rock that geologists say
was once a fiery line of magma that cooled slowly enough
for its minerals to form crystals visible to the naked eye
(hence the name igneous).

The metamorphic rock or gneiss that extends on either
side of this igneous belt is amongst the oldest rocks on
earth and for that reason declared a national monument
by the Geological Survey of India in 1975.But it is the
granite of the Closepet belt that is more coveted for stone.
"At a small temple," writes Francis Buchanan in 1800, "|
observed, for the first time, the rock of red granite.ltis a

Ml -l : &3 handsome variety, consisting of bright red feldspar, a small

: T@m“ .I,m ; E‘ - - yyide quantity of glassy quartz, and a very minute proportion of

il BT B -~ 3 : b : In 1977 the igneous belt to the west of Bangalore would
................... ‘ b . =~ S S ekl - Ly e e e black mica.|l had before seen manv detached masses of it become familiar to millions as the domain of the dacoit,
mm _'—E—"-‘—-rr o . y Gabbar Singh, in the blockbuster Sholay. Gabbar's den

in buildings; so that it is probably common in the country. within the plutons of granite circled by lookouts on

rocks brings out the two sides of the igneous belt
encountered by route surveyors in 1791 -- refuge and
prospect; the low rock at the center on which Gabbar
Singh is in command and the high rocks on the

TD{IIH}", the CIGSEpEt belt is a source of 'ornamental stone'in periphery from which his men maintained lockouts.
contrast to the 'ordinary stone' quarried from the

monumental gneiss terranes on either side.The latter is

used for compound walls, sidewalks, drains, foundations,

roofs, etc. The former is exclusive; used in fine buildings,

sculptures and 'polished' surfaces.

It is a most elegant stone."
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: | | Robert Home's "North View of Ramgarie,” the droog that
---------------- gives its name to the town of Ramnagaram and the
village of Ramgarh in Sholay.

=

- h " -
o 5 ¥ b
a 5 W |
} : Fi o -y
L1 . - ! -
A _..r‘". X -\""'H. } =
e " T T i

____________________________________________ e I T o o et B e A Ml ke O T T T e e e v e it P T s e ‘e e e T s, e sl i il ], e ol e s ., i o ot e s iy . " ' s i, e T s e T s ]

e & ] o 1 " - 3. - 2 P i k- % e
very Itt.he u;;-,;:i, penetrates down the -er » N
5 Tk o | T by R, 3 4
.1 L-a.ﬂ.LL.{LLE_&..&!lL L '[.-h.\_-u.n_.f.l_nll_._...___"__1__..___:‘_-'__._-\_'__\,:__"_'-_._;'_-.._:3.,__ i e e o W o W o e g o s e e s "o e et e ) B e e A O e
e TR _.,_.h-.._I 1| ;‘E_ et .. . AR Y R e -
i l-"l.l ll‘-'..* 'L 'l.":. -i"-.r w0, l'[ fELIi-21 l..l"hI fJ.‘J 'Hlﬁ. _,‘ﬁ "-_, ,-_j:l-'| L1y R -
J o P e T g S e g i e,
AL minutes,, and  strikes .a matdch. Tmmﬁq;aym sadpthen
e T L L L L L T L o T T T T s T T T e e e - el - = o . S gy T S —— il e i -...-’-.--.-.-.---'-.. b = T = 1= o T R S, e E—— EEEE :Fi- o P SR R e - R e O Bt e S B e e 1 ot e D T
|- = | .,-'h T = F = |r 1 RET = - F' | L 1 ] 7 ; %
_TiET l}/\ Wil flanie s 1 the .J-._;__.q_,fﬂg i_r;:_- 12\1_ a4 oY ‘i{tf':s‘?;. 185 : Lord Cornwallis thinks himself fortunate, almost : e
. Lo mwaoall B beyond example,” wrote a soldier in December of - g
the 'surface like-an imprisoned spit s-fhe. walls: of :u-;: pnc. canmpin, WIdt- o ke B R s : >
. . I I " E* A . _ 1791, "in having acquired, by assault, a fortress of so Home's "Distant View of Savendroog from the North, . _ :
¥ ) 1 Fe' S 4 Y : 1
CES DY E R e s IR - S S M L T ol -_I-_'.-,_E.;;_ﬂ-_f.n-f:.‘.‘,,k_‘i.'?*.‘u E‘.}mﬂle.']:.'.i_ .113.%_{‘._".1-.-‘,7-_ E,L,J"jr,,.i‘_i-'s..;‘.‘:-’_‘:_-;‘:il;';i;;..hgu_*mf al - Ll much strength and reputation ...as Savendreeg, . *-L-"_c..-____________________}_‘ ______________________ o TR T e e g 8
T (BRIl E | e, 5 T E R ; : - A , Y = i 2 iy J el n o A
: -/ - without having to regret the loss of a single soldier - Ay s " -
| (i) \ _ he two flames dppmdtj and:strive o unjte; but eannot, bk . 3 ] m 5 Wit o s
== b Ll 1] s 2 : P -y an the occasion. He can only attribute the ¥ = ¥ -
e e ¥ 1 e " LS i i 1 b ; . -y
-/I_/"J_,r Hm iy '-‘~~,, rpuse one of them breathes.air,  th O _ﬂ;nﬁr r"“’s:n."-' ; pusillanimity of the enemy, yesterday, to their """;,Jﬂ " o S o _ SR -
------- .-._-\.--.-._-.--._nn.ua_-__.-a.u_-.-.a.uu.ua__un..:_:_rp.- --—?-I—- ”—r:-———l. ﬁéﬁli“-:.-_.}-'.;::rfé:_:‘&ﬁ}‘_‘;-d-l'|-'|-lI-I-F.'|-'I-Pl'h---l-—l-llll--l-----l-—l-ﬂl-l-“d-—l---lI—-l-——l--—l-l--d-I:l-l—ﬂ—-ﬂl-l.-lé“-u--—hiﬂll.l-—-kﬂ_-I ' ‘ ﬂitﬂ'niihment,ﬂtSE‘EingthEgﬂﬂdﬂldﬂﬂand ___________._r‘_________-:.r__________________________________-u‘T-'-.H“_\;L:-_-:::__-____‘__-_,;___L_______ ..‘ :
T A _ P R g RS : _ S AR H_‘: - o determined countenance, with which the troops < ff.,;r“ - : . .
et T : R e ; o ﬂj's who were employed in the assault entered the - i : : - :
i S s gl : - breach, and ascended precipices that have hitherto 3 L S O e : B e
-------------- Em—;-----------—------------------------------------_____"______&_‘____ "‘ been considered in this country as inaccessible.” # e R e e S : :
Two centuries later this droog would provide film
director David Lean with the material grandness
5 ‘ and firmness that would magnify the darkness and : e e ;
e H = % ] s = = . - S £ % e o e L, 1
—————————————————— e N Yy YyyY uncertainty of the Marabar Caves in his rendition of e . i ; rn----=--r--—--—~--~-—---=—--—=~_-=_--_----w__;«l-.-=_7_-'_-_¢_;l-_.=“---a---n«--a-----u_—--—r--er;ﬂ—vtﬂ-_-n-_v_-_:-r_{-——-————--_—.-_.i'f---v--e»--—--~--~----—---~---—---------------—~-~-------------—_u_.--------------------
‘ E.M. Farster's A Passage to India. . - ik AR R RN : 2 - £ '
" Rl el ; N R e
=5 & = . " b . '.I &
e el "\-\.J'-_::..
:.ﬂ'?::..:.:—_?. B Y e -.--;-"'l-p--.q-_——-—.... —————————— e e e e . e e ———--————————————————---———l-———-;l-l—l'———l-..——ll:-.-:-a.--———-. ————————————————— I:—'H-Lh’-l:u-n'ﬁ-';u':#:lug-i‘-ah-'-‘-' l-ll-.-l : —————————————————————————————————————————— e T e
s 2
; S A a5 4
_____________________________________________________________________ -\"'"-T."_"__""""-"T"'l_-'—“.""""‘-:'\.""___"_"_"'"'__"'"'______"'___"'""'""'""'"""_'_""'"“""'"-_"""'_"'""__""" ‘ _______________________________.._________l-.___________.-"':__.._______-L._‘\-._-:.'.'u'u-__.____::l‘____..____________________________________________________
- x s r E v =
i, o # o
— '
= ¥ \ ) J
' e & o A
S P P - - v--l-ﬂ'-‘r-'-'-q-f';-:-lu-_uﬁuﬂ—-l-'-'-rr-ri_l- = = - - = " — ) T—— ;g ], ;i iy Sl o gpur o o e ol (B = (o o ' o o (P e By o o (o o o T W N EN T, W e M M R WM W P TS M R m WL M W e e mm EW R W T T w m e e e e e el F—-_—_—_——L'— Pt ] e e e e e mm o e e e e mm T T B B T R T Wm o m mw ww ey m omm w m m a1
R ; . " e l-\.r.‘f -
o o =
'1.-"“.-:‘“- e ad - e WAHMWMIM#n Pl & e s .-ﬁ-l'--l'r;'nﬂ.ufuwlﬁr.ﬂl;n.:u:;ﬂ-ﬁ ol
B 43 W o R e - LIty 3 g oy b ! g : = S g #
: N ’ -l LAY N A IRAILIN b ARANVR NI aEitil IPeSiN aS 3





